	By the end of year 7

	By the end of Year 7, students will have developed confidence in singing as part of a group and performing with others in paired and small ensemble settings. They will have begun reading Western staff notation and interpreting graphic scores, developing an understanding of how music can be represented in different ways. Students will have learned fundamental keyboard skills, including basic technique and note recognition, and will be able to identify the main instruments of the orchestra by sight and sound. They will also have gained experience in creating their own music through composing simple melodies using a range of musical elements and ideas.

	By the end of year 8

	By the end of Year 8, students will have developed their understanding of how music can create mood and atmosphere through composing and performing music designed to evoke emotion, including creating suspenseful and dramatic soundscapes. They will have strengthened their drumming and rhythmic ensemble skills, performing increasingly complex patterns including syncopated rhythms. Students will continue to develop their singing, including performing simple harmonies with confidence and accuracy. They will have begun creating and exploring music through music technology, using digital tools to compose, record and refine their work. Keyboard skills will be further developed through playing with both hands, while their knowledge of Western notation will extend to reading a wider range of treble clef notes. Students will also gain confidence in improvisation, exploring and developing their own musical ideas in a range of styles and contexts.

	By the end of year 9

	By the end of Year 9, students will have further developed their music reading skills, including reading bass clef notation and recognising common accompaniment patterns and compositional devices. They will have built on their understanding of atmospheric music through the study and creation of film music, exploring how composers use musical elements to support narrative and emotion. Students will continue to develop their rhythmic ensemble and music technology skills, applying these in increasingly independent and creative ways. They will have strengthened their aural skills by learning to work out and perform melodies and accompaniments by ear. Through composing with music technology, students will further explore the use of musical devices and structures to create effective pieces. Improvisation skills will also be extended through the exploration of a range of musical styles, enabling students to perform and create with greater confidence, fluency and musical understanding.

	By the end of year 10

	By the end of Year 10, students will have developed their compositional skills in depth, using a wide range of musical devices, structures and techniques across numerous styles and approaches. Their performance skills will have improved significantly through regular solo and ensemble performances in lessons, alongside the opportunities provided by one-to-one peripatetic tuition. Students will have broadened their contextual understanding and listening skills through the study of music from the Western Classical Tradition, Popular Music, Jazz and Blues, Fusion, and Film Music. They will have undertaken a detailed study of the Eduqas set works Badinerie by J. S. Bach and Africa by Toto, developing their analytical and appraisal skills in preparation for the GCSE Music listening paper. Students will also begin work on their free composition, applying their musical knowledge, creativity and technical understanding to produce an original piece of music.


	By the end of year 11

	By the end of Year 11, students will have consolidated and developed all areas of study from Year 10 in greater depth, preparing them for the Eduqas GCSE Music qualification. They will refine their compositional skills by learning how to develop, extend and manipulate musical ideas effectively, completing both their free composition and the composition set by Eduqas. Performance skills will be enhanced through the preparation and completion of both their GCSE solo and ensemble performances, with a strong focus on rehearsal techniques, performance confidence and effective preparation strategies. Students will further develop their listening and appraisal skills through detailed study of a wide range of musical styles, genres and contexts, gaining a greater understanding of musical instruments and their characteristics. They will strengthen their aural skills through pitch and rhythm dictation exercises and regular listening practice. Throughout the year, students will complete past examination papers and targeted revision activities to prepare thoroughly for the GCSE Listening and Appraising examination.



