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	By the end of year 7, pupils in Drama will be able to … 

	By the end of Year 7, students will be able to participate in a short group performance demonstrating a range of basic drama skills. They will be introduced to the basics of Drama through the exploration of Pantomime script and improvisation. They will be able to use freeze frames to communicate key moments or emotions in a scene, apply stage directions to understand their purpose for movement and positioning. Use basic rehearsal techniques, learn and deliver lines with some characterisation, showing vocal expression and simple physical choices to convey role. Perform with some audience awareness, ensuring they project their voice, face the audience, and maintain focus throughout the performance.
This year aims to provide students with a foundation in performance skills, preparing them for more advanced drama work in future years.

	By the end of year 8, pupils in Dance will be able to … 

	By the end of Year 8, students will be able to confidently prepare and perform a short scripted scene of DNA by Dennis Kelly, demonstrating increased independence and understanding of theatrical techniques. They will learn and deliver lines with accuracy and developing vocal expression. Show awareness of character development, Demonstrate understanding of the contextual background of the play and playwright, using this knowledge to inform performance choices. Students will explore the use of stage combat, focusing on safety, technique, and performance. They will learn how to create the illusion of physical conflict while maintaining full control and awareness of their body and their scene partner.
This unit builds on Year 7 foundations by deepening students’ practical performance skills and introducing them to more advanced devising methods and Drama skills.


	By the end of year 9, pupils in Dance will be able to … 

	Throughout Year 9, students have built on their foundational performance skills and developed a deeper understanding of how drama can be used to tell powerful stories and explore complex social issues.
In the first part of the year, students studied Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers, focusing on how to interpret and perform from a script. They explored the themes of class, family, and fate, and learned how to: Perform a character with emotion and intent, using appropriate vocal and physical skills and work collaboratively to rehearse, respond to feedback, and perform with confidence to an audience.
In the second part of the year, students engaged in a devising unit based on Cookies, using Theatre in Education (TIE) techniques to create performances with a strong educational message. This introduced them to more advanced drama strategies, including:
· Using stimuli to generate ideas related to online safety, peer pressure, and identity.
· Employing TIE conventions such as direct address, role on the wall, and hot seating.
· Creating original scenes with clear social purpose, designed to inform and engage a young audience.
By the end of Year 9, students have developed a strong foundation in both scripted performance and devised theatre, showing growing confidence, creativity, and awareness of how drama can be used not only to entertain, but also to educate and challenge an audience.


	By the end of year 10, pupils in Dance will have … 

	By the end of Component 2, students will be able to:
Create and develop an original piece of drama using a stimulus, demonstrating a clear concept and purpose.
Apply performance skills to effectively communicate character, meaning, and style to an audience. Students will work collaboratively to explore and experiment during the rehearsal process, responding to feedback and refining ideas. They will evaluate and analyse their own contribution and the development of the devised piece through a written or recorded Devising Log, addressing all three parts:
1. Response to stimulus
2. Development and collaboration
3. Analysis and evaluation of performance/design
By this stage, students are expected to show increasing independence and creativity in their work, demonstrating a secure understanding of dramatic process and performance.


	By the end of year 11, pupils in Dance will be able to … 

	By the end of Component 3, students will be able to:
Interpret and perform two contrasting extracts from a professionally published play, demonstrating a secure understanding of character, context, and intention. They will apply a range of vocal and physical performance skills to effectively communicate meaning to an audience. Show a clear understanding of audience awareness, spatial relationships, and stagecraft, including use of proxemics, body language, and focus. Make thoughtful and creative interpretive choices that reflect the style, genre, and period of the text. Rehearse effectively, responding to direction and feedback to refine and develop their performance.
Finally, students will complete a written examination. This component is worth 40% of the GCSE and tests students’ knowledge and understanding of how drama is developed and performed. 
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