Music Unit 6: Blues Music

African Music

European Music

Work-songs & Spirituals
Combined African SYNCOPATIONS and
POLYRHYTHMS with hymn-tunes from the
white settlers from Europe.

Based on African CALL AND RESPONSE pattern
with leader (UNISON) singing the "call”
answered by a chorus (HARMONY) singing the
“response” (answer).
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A. Jazz and Blues Key Words
RIFF/OSTINATO - Short, repeated musical patterns often used in SOLOS.

IMPROVISATION — music created ‘on the spot’ (previously unprepared
performance)

SEVENTH CHORD — a TRIAD (root, third and fifth) with a fourth note added
which is seven notes about the root/tonic. C7 =C, E, G (triad) + B flat.
SWING/SWUNG RHYTHM — performing a regular ‘straight’ rhythm with a ‘lilt’
in a “ONE and A, TWO and A” style (using TRIPLETS) common in swing music.

The Blues

Simple, personal, and strongly felt lyrics in A-A-B form
Built on a chord progression called the TWELVE BAR BLUES
(using CHORDS |, IV & V) and some SEVENTH CHORDS
Uses the BLUES SCALE for vocal and instrumental
IMPROVISATIONS. Melodies are often SYNCOPATED with
instrumental BREAKS at the end of each vocal line
Famous Blues singers include Bessie Smith, Sarah Voughan, Ella
Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday.

Ragtime
Performed on a solo piano with a leaping VAMP
accompaniment in the left hand against SYNCOPATED
offbeat and CHROMATIC melodies in the right hand.
Longer pieces of ragtime often broken down into
different sections for variety. Scott Joplin was the most
famous ragtime composer whose works include: “The
Entertainer”, "Maple Leaf Rag” and “Ragtime Dance” .

B. The Twelve Bar Blues
Some or all of these chords can be SEVENTH CHORDS (7)
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Swin
Larger ensemnbles of 10+ with a "leader” who wrote
down and arranged the music for players, Sections
Included rhythm (plano and drums/ bass), reeds
trumpets and trombones. CHROMATIC SCALE often
used in Swing. Uses SOLOISTS who IMPROVISE
sgainst the ENSEMBLE in COLLECTIVE

Dixieland/Trad/New Orleans Jazz

Small ensembles of 5-6 players on instruments such
as drums, banjo, cornet, trombone, string bass,
clarinet etc. Based on a traditional “song” but
“played around” with by solo performers adding

IMPROVISATIONS and COUNTER MELODIES
Sololsts accompanied and ‘backed’ by a "RHYTHM
SECTION™
Duke Ellington, Bix Beiderbecke, Lowls Armstrong.

Fomous Dixieland Jazz artists include

C. The Blues Scale
BLUES SCALE — a series of notes often used within
improvisations in blues music (the Blues Scale on C
is shown to the right).
BLUE NOTES — additional or extra sharpened or c ‘
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Bebop developed in 1940's as swing declined in

popularity. Characterised by fast tempo, tricky chord
changes and emphasis placed on VITRUOSIC

IMPROVISATION with improvisation contests,
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IMPROVISATION, Often characterised by a SWING
rhythm which is easy to DANCE to. Often basedona
WALKING BASS LINE. Glenn Miller /s probably the
most famous swing bond leader (and Trombonist)
and his well-known piece “In the Mood”,
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Bands returned to 5 or 6 members and Bebop was
listened to rather than danced to

Free/Modal Jazz

Slower Tempo than Swing and Bebop.
More laid-back feel and relaxed mood
Continued the jazz tradition of a SOLOIST(S) backed
by RHYTHM SECTION. IMPROVISATION still & key
feature but more emphasis on TIMBRE and
SONORITY. Based on 3 set of chords (often 12-bar
blues or 32 bars) and based on MODES (a type of
SCALE| e.g., Darion Mode, Lydian Mode etc. Famous
Modal Jaxz artists include Miles Dovis, John Coltrane.

Famous Bebop musicians include Charlle Porker and
Dizzy Gillespie.

2 FG
flattened notes in a melody. Ll
D. Instruments of Jazz and Blue
Double Bass ("Bass") or “String Bass Trumpets
Drum Kit/Drums A N WA AN Clarinets
Trombones
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Electric Guitar
(or could be
Acoustic)

Saxophones

11

Perform SOLOS as
well as with the
ensemble/band.

RHYTHM SECTION 5iviine || FRONTLINE INSTRUMENTS ("REEDS")




