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	By the end of year 10, pupils in Psychology will be able to … 

	demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychology, in terms of the self and others, and how psychological understanding can help to explain everyday social phenomena. They will be able to present information, develop arguments and draw conclusions through a critical approach to psychological evidence, using specialist vocabulary, psychological concepts, terminology and convention to engage in the process of psychological enquiry, and understand how psychological research is conducted, including the role of scientific method and data analysis.
They will do this by studying compulsory topics listed in the specification: Research Methods, cognitive psychology (memory), developmental psychology, social psychology (social influence) and biological psychology (the brain and neuropsychology). Pupils will also be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of relevant debates in psychology (associated with the compulsory topics learnt this year) and start to develop their understanding of the interrelationships between the core areas of psychology. 


	By the end of year 11, pupils in Psychology will be able to … 

	understand the relationship between psychology and personal, moral, social and cultural issues, and how psychological understanding contributes to society in terms of individual, social and cultural diversity. They will do this be completing the study of the compulsory topics (individual differences: psychological problems) and optional topics (criminal psychology and sleep and dreaming) listed in the specification. Pupils will have a sound understanding of the remaining debates within psychology, be able to demonstrate how psychological knowledge and ideas have changed over time, and analyse how the core areas of psychology interact with each other.
By the end of year 11, pupils will also have practiced and honed their skills for extended writing, comparing and contrasting different psychological approaches, applied their understanding to examples of fictitious and real behaviour, and be confident in analysing research, to further illustrate their knowledge and understanding. 


	By the end of year 12, pupils in Psychology will be able to … 

	Demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods in psychology, by carrying out a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills, by completing their own psychological research. Pupils will develop their knowledge of a variety of historical and current psychological approaches (studying psychodynamic, and behaviourist approaches in year 12). They will be able to apply their knowledge and understanding to classic and contemporary psychological research (from the two approaches studied this year), demonstrate their understanding of psychological approaches to everyday situations and start to develop their skills at comparing and contrasting the different psychological perspectives. 


	By the end of year 13, pupils in Psychology will be able to … 

	Apply what they have learnt over both years of the course, after completing study of the remaining psychological approaches (cognitive, positive and biological), classic and contemporary research in these topics. Pupils will be able to demonstrate how the different areas of psychology relate to each other and will have developed their understanding further by studying optional topics (schizophrenia, stress and addictive behaviour) alongside analysing the current psychological controversies that are being debated within the psychological community. 
Pupils will continue to develop their analytical writing skills and will be able to draw from the entire of their studies to demonstrate how society makes decisions about psychological issues and how psychology contributes to the success of the economy and society. 
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